
When extreme weather conditions stress 
the power grid, utilities face tests of their 
preparation for generating electricity, for fuel 
supplies and other power supply contracts, 
and of their power delivery system. Outcomes 
can be good or bad, depending on the level 
of planning. In either case, the results impact 
thousands of people. 

In August 2020, a combination of problems led 
to rolling blackouts for consumers in California. 
The California Energy Commission cited three 
major factors in their assessment report: 
extreme weather conditions, resource adequacy 
and planning processes, and market practices. [1]

When three winter storms swept through 
Texas over a 10-day period the following 
winter, power outages and subsequent rolling 
blackouts left millions in the dark and the cold. 
In addition to the human health impact, a 
University of Texas at Austin report available 
on the Texas Public Utilities Commission 
website summed up, “the financial impacts 
were tremendous,” and “electricity consumers 
in Texas will be paying increased costs for many 
years to come.” [2]

The challenges get tougher as extreme 
weather events become more frequent. 

This June, temperatures across the nation 
reached 100 degrees for several consecutive 
days, causing record-high energy use. Utilities 
succeeded in meeting and managing peak 
demand, but that doesn’t mean it was easy.

The heat and high power demand have 
stressed the power grid, resulting in concerns 
voiced by both the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC) and the 
Midcontinent Independent System Operator 
(MISO). According to Utility Dive magazine, 
peak demand in MISO’s region is expected 
to be 1.7% higher this year than last.[3]  They 
also note NERC concerns about “cybersecurity 
threats, supply chain issues and the potential 
for disruptive wildfires.”

PowerSouth remains vigilant. Ron Graham, 
Vice President of Power Supply, said, “Since 
we operate within an interconnected electric 
system, events that impact one region of the 
grid can also affect others. While impossible 
to completely eliminate reliability risk, 
PowerSouth is always working to keep the 
lights on.”

How PowerSouth works to diminish risks
Facing record summer demand, PowerSouth 
took steps earlier this year to withstand 

contingencies. Power Production staff 
postponed any daily maintenance activities 
that could impact the units’ ability to generate 
power. During the heat wave, this kept 
essential equipment in service to meet 
high demand.

“During peak demand events, a team effort 
keeps our generators running to meet our 
Members' energy needs,” said Graham. “That’s 
critical to maintaining reliability.”  They met 
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the challenge during the recent extreme  
heat, when PowerSouth hit its highest ever 
summer peak. 

One of the lessons learned from other less-
prepared power suppliers is having a variety  
of generation and supply options in place.  
 “A conventional generator has many benefits,”  
Energy Services Manager Tim Hattaway 
explained. “It can be scheduled on and off when 
needed, operated at a predetermined output 
and can increase or decrease production as the 
load changes throughout the day, regardless  
of the weather or the time of day.” 

PowerSouth has access to a broad range of 
generating resources — including natural 
gas, nuclear, coal and renewable generation 
— through its Coordinated Planning and 
Operations (CPO) agreement with Alabama 
Power Company. The CPO provides a  
baseload power mix well into the future. It  
will also help protect against unpredictable  
fuel prices and supplies, while allowing 
PowerSouth to provide reliable energy  
at the lowest cost possible. 

The CPO has also helped bridge the gap 
between the closing of the Lowman Coal  
Plant — a very reliable baseload resource for 
over 40 years — and the completion of the 
Lowman Energy Center (LEC). When it comes 
online next year, the natural gas-powered LEC 
will make up approximately 30 to 40%  
of PowerSouth’s native generation.

PowerSouth has also taken a strategic  
approach to add cost-competitive, utility-scale 
solar generation within its Alabama and Florida 
territory. Three new solar projects coming 
online by 2025 will inject renewable energy 
into the system, while continuing to provide 
competitively priced wholesale power to 
Members. 

“PowerSouth will continue to monitor the 
renewable resources market and strategically 
move forward when those resources are 
beneficial to Members,” said Graham.

Everyone depends on a reliable power grid  and 
their utility  to deliver the electricity they need, 
no matter the weather, the market conditions or 
the supply challenges. PowerSouth has a long 
track record of safely providing reliable electricity 
at the lowest possible cost and will continue 
doing everything possible to ensure its Members 
and their consumers have it.  g

The Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO), which stretches 
from Manitoba, Canada, to Louisiana, has 3.2 gigawatts (GW) less power 
capacity than it had in the summer of 2021. This is due in large part to retiring 
coal plants. Eleven (shown in darker blue) of the 15 states in MISO’s U.S. region 
face an increased risk of temporary blackouts. 

- Source: North American Electric Reliability Corporation

[1]   https://www.energy.ca.gov/news/2021-01/caiso-cpuc-cec-issue-final-report-causes-august-2020-
rotating-outages

 
[2]   https://www.puc.texas.gov/agency/resources/reports/UTAustin_(2021)_

EventsFebruary2021TexasBlackout_(002)FINAL_07_12_21.pdf
 
[3]  https://www.utilitydive.com/news/nerc-summer-reliability-report-west-miso-ercot/624043/ 

PowerSouth Energy Mix

PowerSouth can access a more than 40,000-MW peaking system that 
includes zero-emission generation as part of the Coordinated Planning 
and Operations (CPO) agreement with Alabama Power Company.
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Co-op Conference Gives  
Couple a New Perspective  

2022 LEC CONSTRUCTION  
PROGRESS OVERVIEW

92.9%
Overall Project Complete,
as of June 30

84.4%
Construction Complete,
as of July 9

Celebrating 
Safety at 
McIntosh 
Employees had a lot to smile about at the  
24th annual McIntosh Safety Luncheon,  
held on June 6.  Western Generation  
Plant Manager Gabe Cartee (left) accepts  
a certificate of excellence from President  
and CEO Gary Smith for 1.5 million  
work hours with only one, no time lost  
injury reported in the past 24 years! 

Energy Services System Operator Josh Williamson and his wife, Angela, recently enjoyed time 
away at The Island Resort at Fort Walton Beach. PowerSouth sponsored the couple to attend 
the Alabama Council of Cooperatives’  Co-op Couples Conference, held June 22-24.

While there, they learned more about the cooperative difference and the ways co-ops benefit 
members. They also exchanged ideas, experiences and leadership needs with other young 
couples, ages 45 and younger.  The annual conference helps cooperative personnel better 
understand and serve the needs of this demographic.

“Angela and I had a wonderful experience,” Josh said. “We met couples from different walks of 
life, ranging from farm families and electric co-op families, to banking families. I really enjoyed 
getting to understand co-ops and the way they affect our lives. We appreciate PowerSouth 
allowing us the opportunity to go and learn more about cooperatives and how we can help 
others understand their benefits.”   g

Struggle with back 
or joint pain?

Conquer your back, knee, 
hip, shoulder, or neck pain 
FOR FREE with Hinge Health.

Eligibility: Employees and dependents 18+ enrolled in a BCBSAL medical plan through ECHIP are eligible.

Struggle with back 
or joint pain?

Conquer your back, knee, 
hip, shoulder, or neck pain 
FOR FREE with Hinge Health.
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Maintenance that Goes for Miles 
Imagine being responsible for the upkeep 
of a yard that covers 2,400 miles. For 
comparison, the distance from Montgomery 
to San Francisco. That’s how much right-of-
way (ROW) PowerSouth maintains to ensure 
reliable power 24/7 year-round.

Transmission O&M Services Supervisor Brett 
Mack puts the effort into perspective. “If you 
let your yard go for two or three weeks, it 
gets out of control and makes it hard to  
catch up,” he said. “PowerSouth has a pretty 
big yard.”

However, there’s more to ROW maintenance 
than general upkeep. Pre- and post-storm 
work speeds up power restoration by clearing 
ROW and access roads prior to the line crew’s 
arrival.  “It’s truly a front-line effort.”     

Vegetation management remains one of  
the most direct ways the cooperative 
interacts with the public. “We have a lot of 
neighbors out there, and we want to be  
good neighbors,” Mack explained.

The team’s knowledge of all things ROW, 
ongoing on-site communication, and a 
willingness to work with landowners to 

address concerns nurtures mutually-
beneficial relationships with property owners, 
as well as contractors.

Three ROW Vegetation Specialists coordinate 
with field crews. Scott Moseley, Jonathan 
Norris and Chris Clark handle scheduling, 
contractor management and quality control. 

Department Secretary Allison Anderson 
handles invoicing, directing calls and other 
essential support tasks. Mack resolves land 
and road issues, keeps up with required 
regulated documents and ensures invoices 
are accurate and paid. 

In addition to trimming side-growth 
vegetation, selective herbicide application 
and mowing are used to keep the ROW areas 
maintained and accessible. Over the past 
three years, crews have averaged 1,569 miles 
of power line maintenance per year. 

Over time, helicopter trimming of the ROW 
side growth has become more cost-effective 
than traditional ground-based methods and 
makes the biggest impact. This has increased 
production from 1 to 2 miles per week, to 4 
to 7 miles per day and has decreased costs.    

Mechanical mowing clears woody vegetation 
growth close to the ground. This improves crews’ 
visibility  and accessibility to ROW corridors, 
speeding up power restoration efforts.
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ROW specialists typically perform aerial 
inspections via helicopter in May.  
GoPro cameras capture video footage  
that identifies where work is needed. 
Specialists then use that information  
to develop a punch list for  
contract crews. 

Field personnel also access aerial data  
and landowner information using  
mapping systems and mobile apps.  
Mack said drones come in handy, too, 
especially in swampy locations. 

Like most businesses, contractors are 
struggling to keep their costs competitive. 
Facing increased fuel costs and lingering 
pandemic effects — such as supply chain 
delays and labor force issues — many 
are losing skilled workers, like arborists  
and climbers. 

“We take bids yearly and do everything we 
can to maximize efficiency,” Mack said. “We 
have enough experienced crews to continue 
work if a machine goes down or other 
problems arise.” 

As a critical component of providing  
reliable power around the clock, Mack  
says the vegetation management program  
is in good hands: “This team gives their  
best effort each day to benefit PowerSouth 
Members and their consumers.”  g

(Above):  Helicopters help clear ROW in 
harder-to-reach areas.

(Left to right): Crews trim trees from a  
bucket truck and using a Jarraff tree 
trimming machine.
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Success!  Lowman Pipeline Complete
Construction of the Lowman Pipeline reached 
the finish line last month, and despite facing 
numerous challenges and delays over a 3-year 
period, will be ready to deliver gas when 
the Lowman Energy Center (LEC) needs it. 
Wise planning, a dynamic partnership and 
exceptional teamwork kept the project on track. 

“The completion of the Lowman Pipeline and 
delivery of natural gas to the site is not only a 
major construction milestone for the Lowman 
Energy Center but also a benchmark for the 
Lowman site,” said Engineering Manager of 
Power Production and LEC Construction Project 
Manager Randy Grimes, “by ensuring it will play 
a vital role in providing electric generation for 
our Members for decades to come.”

PowerSouth knew from the beginning that 
it would need a pipeline to fuel the Lowman 
Pipeline, its newest combined cycle natural gas 
plant. After negotiations with multiple pipeline 
transport counterparties, the cooperative selected 
NextEra Energy Resources in 2019 to make the 
pipeline a reality. 

Facing hurdles
The team faced challenges from the start. 
The COVID-19 pandemic limited in-person 

meetings, which delayed Alabama Public Service 
Commission (APSC) hearings on the proposed 
pipeline in the spring of 2020. The PSC eventually 
held hybrid meetings that allowed the public to 
participate online. 

During the hearings, NextEra addressed petitions 
to intervene from some landowners and local 
businesses. But the certificate process with the 
APSC took four months longer than anticipated.

More unexpected obstacles emerged. Obtaining 
the main federal permit from the U.S. Army  
Corps of Engineers took 20 months, rather than 
the originally anticipated nine months. Key 
factors included:
  •    The pipeline had to change course in the 

middle of permitting to proactively avoid 
legal issues surrounding the Keystone 
pipeline in Montana.

  •   The Corps permitting process required 
consultation with Native American tribes. This 
proved slow after several locations containing 
artifacts along the route had to undergo 
detailed investigation.

  •   The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service identified the 
gopher tortoise as a species of concern, which 
complicated the required endangered 

     species consultation.

Teamwork makes the difference 
PowerSouth and NextEra personnel remained in 
close contact throughout the entire project, from 
planning through completing the pipeline. 
The team decreased the impact of permitting 
delays by deciding to build the pipeline 
compressor station and interconnects first. This 
accelerated completion of the pipeline, once the 
permits were issued. 

Another smart move — purchasing pipeline 
materials well before they were needed — 
took advantage of favorable steel prices 
and helped avoid supply chain issues that 
developed in 2021. 

PowerSouth’s deep-rooted relationships both 
locally and throughout the state also helped 
resolve issues along the way.  Landowners 
were treated fairly during the purchase of 
pipeline easements. This resulted in almost no 
condemnations and fostered relationships in the 
community. APSC commissioners even visited 
the pipeline construction, and newspapers 
in both Choctaw and Washington counties 
featured positive articles about the project. 

Although things didn’t flow as smoothly as 
hoped for during the build, PowerSouth and 

COMPLETING THE PROJECT:  By the end of July 2022, the Lowman Pipeline lies ready 
to carry the natural gas that will feed the LEC. It will play a vital role in providing reliable, 
affordable electricity for Members well into the future. 
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NextEra overcame every obstacle to ensure that 
one thing will flow smoothly: a steady supply of 
natural gas to power the LEC. With an in-service 
commercial operation date of July 31 of this year, 
the pipeline is ready to serve the LEC when the 
plant comes online in mid-2023.

Future benefits do not end there. “The Lowman 
Pipeline has achieved its number one priority ––  
it will be ready to deliver when the LEC needs 
gas. We are proud of the project and our joint 
effort with PowerSouth to overcome a laundry 
list of challenges,” said Kyle Martin, NextEra 
Energy Resources Director of Development – 
Gas Infrastructure. “We believe we have set the 
stage for a positive, continuing relationship with 
PowerSouth and the communities in Choctaw 
and Washington counties.”  g

FROM START TO FINISH

October 2018 – First discussion between PowerSouth and 
NextEra Energy about the need for a pipeline to serve the 
Lowman Energy Center (LEC) 

Sept. 13, 2019 – Lowman Pipeline agreement with NextEra 
Energy finalized

Oct. 31, 2019 – Application for Certification of Public 
Convenience and Necessity filing with the Alabama Public 
Service Commission (APSC)

August 2020 – APSC approves project  ––  Alabama Dept. 
of Environmental Management (ADEM) issues air permit 
approval for the natural gas-fired compressor

March 2021 – Construction begins on the compressor 
station and pipeline interconnects 

December 2021 – Compressor station and interconnects 
complete 

January 2022 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers issues final 
permit to construct pipeline

March 2022 – Pipeline construction begins

July 2022 – Pipeline construction complete

July 31, 2022 – Pipeline’s projected in-service commercial 
operation date

The Lowman Pipeline originates near 

Butler in Choctaw County. It interconnects 

to both the Midcontinent Express Pipeline, 

which reaches back into Oklahoma and 

north Texas gas markets, and the Gulf 

South Pipeline, which reaches back into 

the Louisiana and Texas gas markets.

An abundant supply of cost-efficient 

natural gas will flow through these 

interconnection resources. The pipeline 

will carry it along a southeastern route into 

Washington County, where it will fuel the 

LEC’s first startup in late summer of 2023.

ALABAMA-MADE:  American Steel in Birmingham fabricated  
the pipe for the 53-mile pipeline, which stretches across  
remote timber country.

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK:    
Right-of-way clearing along the route 
south of Butler, in Choctaw County, 
prepares the way for the pipeline. 
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Local K-12 teachers throughout the 
cooperative’s service area will soon be  
taking exciting energy projects back to  
their classrooms. Nearly 300 educators 
gathered in Miramar Beach, Florida, in  
June for the 2022 Empower Energy 
Education Workshop, sponsored by 
PowerSouth’s distribution members. 

Attendees gained well-rounded 
knowledge of power generation 
and distribution, from fossil fuels to 
renewables, while participating in 
classroom sessions. There were plenty  
of hands-on learning activities, too,  
all in a relaxed atmosphere. 

Teachers took home curriculum and  
tools, including free Science of Energy  
kits. They contain classroom materials  
that align with national and state 
educational standards.  

The Empower workshop is another way  
that PowerSouth and its distribution  
members equip future leaders and  
decision-makers with a balanced  
energy perspective.  g

Empower 
Workshop: 
Energizing  
Area 
Classrooms

(Above, right and left): Teachers discover how 
electricity travels to consumers on the electric 
grid and explore the differences between 
baseload and peak demand power. They also 
learn how PowerSouth and its distribution 
members maintain supply to keep electricity 
flowing to consumers 24/7. 

(Left): Teachers take on the roles of geologists, 
miners, economic advisors, and international 
traders during a global trading activity. By 
analyzing their country’s resources, needs 
and trade, the groups gain insight into ways 
to enhance a country’s economic position and 
environmental quality.

Source: Energy Information 
Administration 2021

[1]    Space Heating: Includes 
consumption for heat  
and operating furnace fans and 
boiler pumps.

[2]   All other uses: Includes 
miscellaneous appliances, clothes 
washers and dryers, stoves, 
dishwashers, heating elements,  
and motors.

The latest data from the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration shows the combined use of clothes 

washers and dryers, dishwashers, small appliances 

and other electrical equipment (noted as “all other 

uses”) accounts for the largest percentage  

of electricity consumption in American homes. 

How Americans 
Use Electricity

During a lunch break, a group  of teachers performs its winning presentation. Earlier, 
educators worked to create a song/rap or skit based on a specific energy topic. 
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We’ve always heard, “You need a plan to get 
anything done.” That is taught in all business 
schools and recognized by people who don’t 
manage anything other than their own lives.  
My favorite quote about “plans” is from 
the noted philosopher and past World 
Heavyweight Boxing Champion, Mike Tyson: 
“Everybody  has a plan until they get hit  
in the mouth.”

Most of us in following our plans have found 
Mike is right. We start with a plan, something 
goes sideways, and we find ourselves adrift.

Climate movement plans — whether the 
Paris Accord, Net Zero Carbon Emissions 
by 2050, elimination of all fossil fuels, the 
immediate mandate of electric vehicles, or 
others — are really all different concepts 
promoted by different people and groups 
with various motives. For instance, some 
groups feel nuclear power is a great substitute 
for fossil fuels because it is carbon-free. Other 
groups totally reject nuclear power as too 
dangerous or too expensive, or those groups 
are concerned about nuclear waste.

In addition to already disjointed directions 
and inconsistency of climate plans, the entire 
climate movement was punched in the  
mouth by Vladimir Putin and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine. Serious people are now 
questioning how the most basic concepts of 
climate plans can be achieved.

I commented in an earlier article about Biden 
Climate Czar, John Kerry, and his comments 
regarding the Russian invasion of Ukraine 
and how he hoped the invasion didn’t result 
in lost focus on climate change actions. 
The comment (while just silly as thousands 
of people were being killed in an invasion) 
demonstrates a lack of understanding of 
energy basics and how energy is used. For 
instance, how effective will an electric tank 
be? How could you recharge it in the middle 
of a battle? Gasoline or diesel fuel are much 
better wartime solutions. Equally so, how 
about electric helicopters or airplanes? And 
you can’t rely on systems only developed for 
wartime. Supply chains and delivery systems 
must be developed and maintained  
for normal commerce — not during times  
of war. 

A plan to reduce carbon emissions must 
meet certain parameters and have specific 
economic attributes to succeed against 
punches in the mouth from Russia, the 
weather, or the economy.

A successful plan must recognize that success 
and wealth are built on readily available and 
affordable energy. This country was built on 
cheap energy, and its success will always 
depend on cheap energy. Some in the climate 
movement feel cheap energy is ruining the 
world and that energy must be restricted 
for the good of humanity. That philosophy 
is counter to global development and 
prosperity, and it will never be embraced  
by the people of the world.

A successful plan must also include provisions 
to bring affordable energy to third world 
countries and emerging nations. Denying 
developing nations access to affordable 
energy by restricting energy growth to only 
renewable sources is morally wrong. As one 
African leader recently said, “No country has 
been built on solar and wind energy.” 

A successful plan also must recognize the  
First Law of Thermodynamics. Energy is 
neither created nor destroyed. It merely 
changes form. And each time energy changes 
form, some of it is lost and cannot be 
converted to electric energy. Current plans 
naively demand for curtailment of fossil fuels 
by a certain date not too far into the future 
and a switch to renewable energy sources like 
solar and wind. The facts of energy are 
enough to show that the world will never be 
completely powered by renewable energy. It 
is too intermittent. Unlike fossil-fuel fired 
generators, solar and wind do not have the 
rotating mass needed to support the stability 
of the electric grid. Too many in the climate 
movement think setting certain dates to 
eliminate fossil fuel use will somehow  
drive new technology and result in a seamless 
transition. That is just not the  
case. There needs to be a serious plan  
for a successful transition.

Any viable path to a carbon constrained 
future will require “investable” technology. 
Business always drives transitions, and it  
requires long horizons to recover research 

and development costs and capital. Constantly 
changing plans and directions will not attract 
the long-term investments necessary to 
accomplish the goal.

Successful plans will also have to bridge 
political lines and be acceptable to  
Democrats and Republicans. Both parties 
must step back from radical positions to 
find workable, affordable and practical 
compromises. The extreme “shut it down 
now” or “we will never change” positions  
will only lead to further polarization and no 
viable solutions. Success will never be found 
behind sidewalk bullhorn politics. 

The climate change movement has met 
its Mike Tyson moment. How plans are 
developed in the future will dictate the 
direction and success of global energy policy. 
How the movements and the counter-
movements react will decide if any  
decarbonization plan will be successful. 

The Ukraine war presents an opportunity 
to redesign the global energy future, but I 
am not optimistic. I expect most everyone 
will continue to double down on silly and 
impossible plans that keep getting hit in  
the mouth.

I hope you have a good month.  g

CEO COLUMN

A Plan

Gary Smith
PowerSouth President and CEO

9
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EMPLOYEE NEWS

POWERSOUTH
Monthly Board Meeting

AUGUST 26
Headquarters employees should 
wear business casual attire.

Service anniversaries

Dan Gantt
T&D Eng. & Const.
36 years, Aug. 18

Mike Cassady
Power Production 
38 years, Aug. 27

Terry Wilson
T&D Operations 
30 years, Aug. 29

Gary Harrell
T&D Technical Services

23 years, Aug. 2

Patrick Thrash
Fuels & Energy Res.

21 years, Aug. 6

Chris Tillman
Fuels & Energy Res.
22 years, Aug. 28

Beth Whitehurst
Legal Affairs

21 years, Aug. 27

Wes Thomasson
Central Generation

21 years, Aug. 27

Carl Ham
T&D Technical Services

21 years, Aug. 27

Lynda Carnley
Human Resources Services

20 years, Aug. 5

Heather Cravey
Legal Affairs

20 years, Aug. 12

Vickey Weeks
Financial Planning 

14 years, Aug. 4

Michael Page
Computer Info. Services

14 years, Aug. 18

Jared Powell
Substation O&M
13 years, Aug. 31

Mark Rudd
Central Generation 

14 years, Aug. 25

Shep Lucas
Central Generation

12 years, Aug. 9

Suzy Baker
Finance & Accounting

14 years, Aug. 18

Matthew McIntyre
Transmission O&M 
12 years, Aug. 23

Russ Harper
Engineering

10 years, Aug. 13

Jonathan Ellison
T&D Technical Services

19 years, Aug. 25

Brandon Hall
E&O Support

18 years, Aug. 16

Tracey Canant
Substation O&M
16 years, Aug. 28

Michael Blackledge
Lowman 

15 years, Aug. 13

Marty Chesteen
Central Generation

18 years, Aug. 3

Jonathan Norris
Transmission O&M

7 years, Aug. 17

Dusty Coker
Central Generation

7 years, Aug. 24

Anna Copeland
T&D Eng. & Const.

6 years, Aug. 15

Justin McDaniel
Environmental Services

6 years, Aug. 29

B.J. Cook
Substation O&M
5 years, Aug. 7

Shane Culbreth
Transmission O&M

5 years, Aug. 7

Adam Sowell
Energy Services
5 years, Aug. 10

Hunter Brown
Telecom Services
4 years, Aug. 30

Derek Glidewell
Substation O&M
3 years, Aug. 12

Chelsey Manring
Human Resources Services

3 years, Aug. 12

Josh Williamson
Energy Services
3 years, Aug. 30

Dusty Varner
Substation O&M
4 years, Aug. 6

Devin Knight
Transmission O&M

1 year, Aug. 16

Erik Blocker
Central Generation

1 year, Aug. 23

Evan Watley
Central Generation

1 year, Aug. 23

Casey Bess 
Central Generation 

1 year, Aug. 30

Spurlin Kelley
Central Generation 

1 year, Aug. 30
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EMPLOYEE NEWS

New Arrival
Congratulations 
to Abby and 
Ryan Williams 
(Engineering 
at Central 
Generation) on 
the birth of their 
daughter,  
Caroline Oakleigh 
Williams, on June 1. 
She weighed  
7 lbs. 10 ozs.

The PowerSouth family mourns the loss of Luke Cullen, who — after a valiant battle against cancer —  
gained the ultimate victory.

Luke was known for his kindness, humor, dedication to God, family, and work.  He worked in PowerSouth’s  
CIS department as an IT Specialist and directed music for Hopewell Baptist Church, for nearly three years.

He is survived by his wife, Paula, and children, Addy, Brayden, Jordan, and Isaiah.

In Memoriam Luke Cullen July 2, 1987 – June 27, 2022

Welcome 
Zachary Stanton, External Affairs Intern in 
External Affairs, effective June 1.

Katherine Nordeman, Engineering Intern in 
Engineering & Operations Support, effective 
June 2.

Jill Hawkins, Work Study in Communications, 
effective June 13.

William Spurlin, Work Study at Central 
Generation, effective June 13.

Courson Hopkins, Engineer III in Engineering 
& Operations Support, effective June 14.

Coston Pinckard, Work Study in Safety 
Services, effective June 16. 

Abbey Glidewell, Work Study in Computer 
Information Services, effective June 21.

Madison O’Connor, Work Study in Financial & 
Administrative Services, effective June 23.

Promotions 
Joshua Hudson was promoted to Engineer II 
from Engineer III in Engineering & Operations 
Support, effective June 15.

Ryan Williams was promoted to Engineer 
I from Engineer II at Central Generation, 
effective June 29. 

Retirements 
Wayne Harrison retired June 10 after 40 
years of service. His most recent position was 
Maintenance Scheduler at Lowman.

Goodbye and Good Luck 
Dylan Doulin, Work Study in T&D Technical 
Services, effective June 10.

Comings and goings Happy Birthday!
Aug. 1 ......................................................................Lisa Haney

Aug. 2 ............................................................ Charles Gunter

Jimie McCarty

Nancy Williams 

Whitni Young

Aug. 3 ..............................................................Lydia Grissett

Wes Morgan

Aug. 4 .............................................................Adam Elmore 

Aug. 5 .......................................................Jonathan Ellison

Aug. 6 ..................................................................Billy Brewer

Aug. 7 ............................................................... Josh Hilburn

Aug. 8 ............................................................Randy Grimes 

Aug. 9 .............................................................Caleb Cooper

Aug. 11 ........................................................Michael Glenn

Connie Lawrence

Cheyney Robinson 

Carolyn Turner

Aug. 12 ............................................ Jonathan Singleton

Aug. 13 ............................................................... Rhett Cook

Aug. 15 ..................................................Allison Anderson

Jeremy Melvin

Aug. 16 .........................................................Kim Arrington 

Aug. 17 .......................................................Emma Hughes

Aug. 18 ................................................................ Will Blount

Joel Daniels

Aug. 19 .......................................................John Goldman

Aug. 20 ..........................................................Heath Bishop

Cody Collinsworth

Aug. 23 ........................................................ Randy Watson

Aug. 27 .......................................................Kevin Stockton

Aug. 28 ...........................................................Will Seymour

Aug. 30 ..........................................................David Horton 

Martha Jones



P.O. Box 550
Andalusia, AL 36420

August Photo Contest 
Winner: Emilee Cook

Congratulations to Emilee Cook 

(Financial Planning) for winning 

this month’s photo contest. 

August's photo contest theme  

was Summer Smiles. 

September's photo contest 

theme is Backyard BBQ. The 

winner will receive a $25 Visa® 

gift card. 

 

IMPORTANT:  When sending photos taken with a mobile device (cellphone), 
be sure to send the highest quality possible. 

The submission deadline for the September contest is Aug. 15. Please submit 
only one entry per employee per month. Entry must be an original photo, 
taken by you, or you MUST have permission to use the photo.

Send entries to Josh Richards at josh.richards@powersouth.com or via 
interoffice mail.  g
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Send comments or story suggestions 
to josh.richards@powersouth.com. 
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EOE including disability/vets

My Little Sunshine


